
Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines 
(This form is for school personnel use only.) 

  
Family income criteria to be used for the 2025-2026 school year for School Lunch, School Breakfast, or 
Special Milk Programs. 
 

A. Scale for Free Meals or Free Milk   B. Scale for Reduced-Price Meals 

Total 
Family 
Size Annual Monthly 

Twice  
per 

Month 
Bi-

Weekly Weekly Annual Monthly 

Twice  
per 

Month 
Bi-

Weekly Weekly 

1 20,345 1,696 848 783 392 28,953 2,413 1,207 1,114 557 

2 27,495 2,292 1,146 1,058 529 39,128 3,261 1,631 1,505 753 

3 34,645 2,888 1,444 1,333 667 49,303 4,109 2,055 1,897 949 

4 41,795 3,483 1,742 1,608 804 59,478 4,957 2,479 2,288 1,144 

5 48,945 4,079 2,040 1,883 942 69,653 5,805 2,903 2,679 1,340 

6 56,095 4,675 2,338 2,158 1,079 79,828 6,653 3,327 3,071 1,536 

7 63,245 5,271 2,636 2,433 1,217 90,003 7,501 3,751 3,462 1,731 

8 70,395 5,867 2,934 2,708 1,354 100,178 8,349 4,175 3,853 1,927 

 7,150 596 298 275 138 10,175 848 424 392 196 
 
 *For each additional household member add this amount. 

 
All children from families at or below the income levels in Column A are eligible to receive meals, after 
school snack, or milk at no cost, if available (Special Milk Program only). Column A is used for the National 
School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program, or Special Milk Program. 
 
In addition, Federal P.L. 94-105 makes mandatory the service of reduced-price meals to those children 
from families within the range of incomes in Column B. These children must be provided with lunches at a 
price not exceeding 40 cents. If the Breakfast Program or an after-school snack program is available, all 
children qualifying for free and reduced-price lunches will also qualify for free and reduced-price 
breakfasts and/or snack. The charge for a reduced-price breakfast may not exceed 30 cents; the charge 
for reduced price snack may not exceed 15 cents. Column B must therefore be used in providing reduced 
price meals. 
 
 

INCOME TO REPORT 
 

Earnings from Work Public Assistance/Alimony/ 
Child Support 

Pensions/Retirement/All 
Other Income 

• Salary, wages, cash bonuses, 
commission 

• Net income from self-
employment (farm or business) 

• Strike benefits, unemployment 
compensation 

 
If you are in the U.S. Military: 
• Basic pay and cash bonuses (do 

NOT include combat pay, FSSA 
or privatized housing 
allowances) 

• Allowances for off-base 
housing, food, and clothing 

• Unemployment benefits 
• Worker’s compensation 
• Supplemental Security Income 

(SSI) 
• Cash assistance from State or 

local government 
• Alimony payments 
• Child support payments 
• Veteran’s benefits 
• Pensions 

• Social Security (including 
railroad retirement and black 
lung benefits) 

• Private Pensions or disability 
benefits 

• Income from trusts or estates 
• Annuities 
• Investment income 
• Earned interest 
• Net Rental income 
• Regular cash payments from 

outside household 
• Adoption assistance payments 
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